CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 


NOTICE February 20,2009 

1.8 


TO: All Concerned Personnel 


FROM: Chief of Detectives 


SUBJECT: PROCEDURE FOR RETRIEVAL OF CORONER’S CASE EVIDENCE 


The Los Angeles County Coroner’s Office (Coroner) is currently holding over 5,000 items of 
evidence recovered during autopsies related to Los Angeles Police Department cases. These 
cases range in date from January 1,1980, to the present. In an effort to reduce this volume, the 
Coroner has supplied the Department with a list of the items and requested that the Department 
either: 1) pick the items up and book them into Property Division or, 2) order the items 
destroyed. 

Investigative Analysis Section (IAS) is researching the list of evidence supplied by the Coroner 
and identifying the responsible detective division for each item of evidence. The research is 
ongoing and lists for each command are being assembled in manageable batches. As these lists 
become available, they will be distributed to the Bureau Detective Coordinators. The Bureau 
Detective Coordinators shall distribute the lists to the concerned Area Homicide Coordinator or 
specialized division officer-in-charge (OIC) of homicide and/or death investigations under their 
command. It shall be responsibility of the Bureau Detective Coordinators to ensure that the 
dispositions are completed in compliance with this Notice. 

It shall be the responsibility of each concerned Homicide Coordinator/OIC, within 30 days of the 
receipt of each list, to determine if the evidence is to be booked into the appropriate Department 
storage facility or destroyed. Once the determination is made, the concerned Homicide 
Coordinator/OIC shall complete the Coroner’s “Law Enforcement Agency Evidence Disposition 
Report” (EDR) and fax it to the Coroner’s Office (Attached). 

As per Office of Operations Order No. 9, dated April 17, 2006, the concerned Homicide 
Coordinator/OIC shall coordinate with Scientific Investigation Division to pick up evidence that 
is to be retained from the Coroner and ensure that this evidence is booked at the appropriate 
Department property storage facility within ten working days. This policy shall apply to all 
evidence obtained by the Coroner’s Office on or after January, 1, 2006. 

The retrieval of evidence from the Coroner that was obtained prior to January 1, 2006, shall be 
the responsibility of the concerned Homicide Coordinator/OIC. The Homicide Coordinator/OIC 
shall arrange, using staff resources within their command, to have the evidence to be retained 
picked up from the Coroner’s Office and booked into the appropriate Department storage facility 
within ten working days of the submission of the Coroner’s EDR. 
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If the concerned Homicide Coordinator/OIC determines, after reviewing their list, that a case on 
their list is the responsibility of another command, they shall contact the other command. If it is 
agreed that the other command is responsible for the case, a 15.2 shall be written documenting 
the agreed upon change of investigative responsibility. The 15.2 shall be forwarded to the 
concerned Bureau Detective Coordinator(s) and a copy of the 15.2 shall be forwarded to IAS. 

Any questions regarding this Notice should be directed to the Investigative Analysis Section, 
Detective Bureau at (213) 485-2676. 


APPROVED: 




CHARLIE BECK, Deputy Chief 
Chief of Detectives 


7IM McDONNELL, First Assistant Chief 
Chief of Staff 


Attachment 


Distribution “B” 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CORONER 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY EVIDENCE DISPOSITION REPORT 
EVIDENCE TO BE DISCARDED BY CORONER OR PICKED UP BY AGENCY 
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